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by Betty Rosentrater

China! Since I'd met the large, redheaded German missionary to China as
a very little girl, I'd always wanted to
come to China. I could still sing in Chinese the songs she had taught us: "Come
to Jesus" and "I Will Make You Fishers
of Men." But a lot had happened since I
was a youngster—wars, revolutions, closing of China, shift in ideologies—so I
didn't sing my songs as I deplaned.
We landed at the sweltering Shanghai
airport and were asked to wait quietly
for our leader. This was to be the pattern. Always a group. Always a leader.
Personal wants had to be screened
through the group and only the leader
could make arrangements, a major ad-

justment for strong individuals.
We walked to the customs area, a
plain, pale, bullet-pocked building. The
area was open and empty. There were
no fancy trappings inside, only hoards
of people, like us, moving in hushed
herds. We readied ourselves for inspection. There was none. Officials asked
what we had and pur answer was accepted. The group was unnerved by the
apparent trust in tourist integrity.
As we rode to our hotel in an air
conditioned bus, our guide assured us
they were happy to entertain us as special guests, that the people were friendly
and honest. We need not lock our hotel
doors nor our suitcases. We were told

we could hold out our money and only
the correct change would be taken.
(Why was my immediate response to
doubt and distrust?)
There were buses and a few trucks
and some cars. (Only the Government
can own them.) But the streets were
crowded. There were bicycles by the millions (not an exaggeration). Shanghai
has a population about equal to all of
Indiana and the bike is the chief means
of transportation—a solid, sturdy, always black bike. The people usually had
white tops and blue skirts or slacks, giving the feeling of endless waves on a
beach. In hot, sweaty streams they rode.
Even the handicapped had bicycles they
pedaled with handcranks. Bikes were
used for taxis and for pulling heavy
loads—hauling livestock, street sweepers, sanitation wagons, and portable restaurants. I saw no evidence of bikes
being used for pleasure or as toys. The
enterprising and sheer physical exertion
were both astounding and humbling as
we passed them in our cool comfort. As
a public service, retired people directed
the heavy traffic and little bells forever
signaled, especially at night when buses
traveled with only parking lights.
We were shown the grand old English
section and it was explained how the
massive buildings and businesses had
been liberated for the people. Reconditioning and rebuilding continue as the
intricate bamboo scaffolding indicated.
Little shops and even small stands on
the sidewalk selling foods told of life in
transition. But whether it was the elegant, luxurious Museum of Fine Arts or
a handpowered sewing machine in the
narrow alley, one was constantly with
people, people, people. People on the
move, people working, people eating,
people talking,—people crowded and
milling. At the crack of dawn thousands
are out on the sidewalks or in parks
exercising. Deep into the night (3:00
a.m.) many are still working on construction projects.
We were taken to visit communes and
see work projects. Several things impressed me: the pride in their group (in their
"humble way" they outbrag Texans);
men and women working together as
equals; a simplicity of machinery and all
equipment; minimal safety and comfort
provisions; great dependence on human
labor; a sense of how each person and
each work unit fit into the larger economic purpose; the manicured cleanliness and total use of farmland; the lack
of show and frills in clothing and surroundings; a commitment to quality; a
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refined sense of beauty and balance; a
feeling of purpose and direction. I learned f r o m guides that workers were chosen
a c c o r d i n g to a p t i t u d e s and societal
needs but that the social and economic
structure allowed little mobility. The
g r o u p is m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n the
individual.
Naturally, there were many foods
new to me—lotus roots, sea slugs, fungus, eel, numerous vegetables—and familiar foods prepared in different ways,
plus always rice. Though the food was
delicious and very nutritious, I missed
something. I then realized there weren't
sweets, pastries and fancy foods. And
there was tea. Always tea. Surely for
China the thermos bottle must be a
symbol of life. They are developing ice
cream, pop (terrible stuff) and a bit of
candy for the tourist because they are
good hosts (and clever businessmen).
Our dining r o o m s were spacious and
comfortable, but there are also crowded
places dealing largely in soups and noodles. A rationing system allots so much
grain (to be used as they choose for
breads, rice, flour) and other commodities which helps distribute the f o o d so
that basic needs are met very inexpensively. Fresh produce and hot breads are
sold in the early morning markets. At
times f o o d is prepared on the sidewalks
where the air is fresh. Coming f r o m
Nappanee, the Kitchen Capital of the
World, to preparing f o o d on the sidewalks and beside the canals was a
contrast.
One must not neglect canals. They are
used for all the things that water can do.
Additionally, they provide a grand transportation network with little upkeep
problems. The canals lead to rivers and
bigger rivers and finally the ocean. I was
amazed and delighted with all the boats
f r o m little one-person canoes to huge
ocean liners. People and goods are moving in and out f r o m all over the world. In
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my limited and restricted time, I visited
with people f r o m thirty different countries.
When people come, ideas come. Tourists are living demonstrations of differing value systems. The Chinese are
bringing in specialists and listening, judging, choosing—yes, and discarding, too.
These are exciting days. Political systems have been overthrown. Religions
have been pushed aside. Education is
changing. Traditions are being broken.
Family life is altered. Allegiances have
shifted. New determinism and new goals
are being formed. China, with a quarter
of the world's population, is standing
tiptoe on the verge of a new era.
As a brotherhood, the Brethren in
Christ have stressed simplicity of life.
The Chinese have certainly achieved
that. We strive for community. The
Chinese model this. We teach freedom
f r o m the guilt of sin. The Chinese
appear to live very moral lives. They
teach that "mistakes" can be corrected;
hence no guilt. For nearly four decades
China has known a dearth of religious
teaching, and many gave their lives for
their beliefs. Though religious freedom
is now acclaimed, most of the current
generation have never read a Bible,
known a Christian, nor heard of salvation through Christ. Their need for medicine, schools and development is being
met without help f r o m religion. The
four modernizations rather than the
"Four laws" guide them.
But God is not culture, nor is he
limited by political systems. We are to
be fishers of men and the basic invitation to "Come to Jesus" is no less urgent
now than in my childhood.

An elementary school teacher in Nappanee, Ind., Betty Rosentrater recently visited
the Peoples' Republic of China.
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your mouth, you are not alone. M a n y
Christians have personal objections to
one or perhaps all of these approaches
to winning the lost. Perhaps it is time we
returned to the models and teachings
provided for us in the life and words of
Christ.
Following his example

Maintaining contact in the unbelieving community.

The principle of
closeness

by Carl B. Lewis

"Follow me, and I will make you
fishers of men" (Matthew 4:19). When
Jesus said these words, I think he was
serious, and was making a promise he
intended to keep. I believe he expected
everyone who truly follows him to be
involved in gathering men, women and
children into the kingdom of God. It
should be evident f r o m this promise of
our Lord that salvation is not just blessing and privilege, but also potentiality
and responsibility.
When Jesus spoke those words, he
was referring not only to our thought
patterns but also to our style of living.
T o o often we simply talk a b o u t following the examples of Christ rather than
actively model them. T o live as he lived
will demand effort, thought, and risk.
T o become identified as "a friend of
sinners" (Mt. 11:9) will involve us in
situations and circumstances that many
brothers and sisters in the church will
not understand or approve of, just as
those who misunderstood the ministry
of Jesus disapproved of his methods.
Bridges are always more difficult to
build to the unbelieving community
t h a n walls. However, that fact does not

Carl Lewis is planting a new congregation,
New Harvest Church, in Colorado Springs,
Colo.
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alter the reality that outsiders tend to be
first drawn to Christians and then to
Christ. Unfortunately, not all Christians
attract. Like a turned magnet, some
repel. Yet if we seek to be true disciples
of Jesus, his ministers, we will be concerned about doing as he did and applying his teachings.
Currently there are three methods of
"fishing for men" which are employed in
most organized churches. First there is
the aquarium approach. This is what the
pastor does on Sunday morning—throwing out a lure f r o m the platform in hopes
that a fish in his stained glass aquarium
will bite. The j o b of laymen and women
becomes that of herding fish within the
grasp of the big fisherman.
Secondly, there is the ambush method. A non-Christian is invited to an
event where a high-power speaker unloads both barrels. Often the guests are
unaware of the real intent of the meeting
they have attended.
Thirdly, there is the spiritual safari.
F o r most Christians, this is the only
exposure they will ever have to fishing
for men. It means being a part of a force
t h a t once-a-week ventures into the
enemy camp, where total strangers are
confronted with a words-only presentation of the Gospel, void of music and
beauty.
If these methods leave a bad taste in

If Jesus were physically a part of a
local congregation today, many churches would refuse to elect him to their
official board. He would have disqualified himself by running with the wrong
crowd. According to the Word of God,
Jesus associated with tax collectors,
prostitutes, drunks and gluttons. Jesus
saw people such as Matthew, Mary
Magdalene, Zacchaeus, the w o m a n at
the well, and many others very differently than did the other religious figures
of his day. They viewed these needy
people as the enemy, but Jesus saw them
as victims of the enemy! The religious
community rejected these people and
looked down on them. In contrast, Jesus
welcomed them warmly, often enjoying
dinner and taking every occasion to
socialize with those who ruined his testimony in the community considered
holy. The Bible teachers f r o m Palestine
identified his concern for others as a
secret sympathy with sin. The most
striking difference between Jesus and
the rest of the religious leaders was
this—he spent time with sinners!
Secondly, Jesus risked his reputation.
Doing the things he did caused great
resentment. It would do us well to
remember that Jesus called these pious
persons "blind guides, whitewashed
walls, and hypocrites" (Mt. 15:14,22:18,
23:27). Not only was he held in contempt by the Jews but also by the
government of R o m e and King Herod.
Because of the perceived threat his ministry placed before these three communities, Jesus was called a "wine-bibber
and glutton" (Mt. 11:19), a "traitor"
(John 19:12) and a "blasphemer" (Mt.
26:65).
In contemporary Christian circles,
many still think that new Christians as
well as older ones should discontinue
their association with sinners, their
former friends. Those who choose to
maintain contacts and friends in the
non-believing community are viewed as
being uncommitted and worldly, or
even backsliders. They are told, "You
don't have anything in c o m m o n with
those people anymore." The fact is that
they have much in c o m m o n with them—
mortgages, bills, hobbies, work, cars
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that won't run, kids that misbehave—
and it is precisely these commonalities
which are open doors for ministry. We
are rightfully encouraged to foster relationships within the framework of the
local church, that we may be built up in
the faith. However, far too often such
building up degenerates into fostering
each other's fears and anxieties. This
inhibits more than any other thing our
ability and desire to be fishers of men.
Jesus came to "seek and to save that
which was lost" (Luke 19:10). Could it
be that we are straying too far from his
model of ministry? Are we seeking to
save that which is lost, or preserve that
which has been saved? Are we satisfied
with self-serving fellowships that grow
only inwardly? We will become effective
fishers of men only as we follow the
example of Jesus.
Applying his teachings
In the fifth chapter of Matthew, Jesus
gave two dramatic illustrations. First he
said, "you are the salt of the earth" (Mt.
5:13). Salt was, and still is, a valuable
commodity to the people of the world.
However, for salt to perform its function, two things must happen. First, it
must get out of the shaker! Secondly, it
must come in contact with the food! We
are salt, but we find it difficult to get
outside the four walls of the church fellowship, and harder still to sprinkle our
lives on someone else's life.
In the next verse, Jesus used another
figure of speech, "you are the light of the
world." It is a strikingly beautiful image,
isn't it? But knowing we are the light,
and taking that light to where it is
needed are two very different things
indeed. Too often we hide the light
under the bushel basket of the church
fellowship. When we do take out the
light, it often has the tendency to become
irritating because of its distance from
the need.
It is something like a man trying to
read by the light of a lamp on the other
side of the room. The situation becomes
frustrating because the words are difficult to see and therefore impossible to
understand. The frustration grows and
grows until the man casts aside his reading and returns to the relative peace and
comfort of ignorance caused by darkness. When the light remains distant, the
reader loses interest and wishes the light
would just leave altogether.
We must take the light of the Gospel
into the very heart of darkness. We must
get close enough to nonbelievers so that

Sisters and Brothers

Joel K a u f f m a n

The m o r e 1 look a r o u n d the n e i g h b o r h o o d , the m o r e 1 b e c o m e aware
of the d e e p spiritual needs that exist here. W h y , a c c o r d i n g to our
latest c h u r c h c o u n c i l survey, less than 30° o of the p e o p l e in
1/
this c o m m u n i t y have even been inside a c h u r c h b u i l d i n g .
y
1 believe o u r c o n g r e g a t i o n s h o u l d not only take this seriously,
but s h o u l d make it a priority in t h e c o m i n g year.
r
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M a y b e so, but sometimes it seems
w e spend so m u c h t i m e o n the
unsaved that we d o n ' t have any
left for t h e w o r k of t h e c h u r c h .

^ ^ T X
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our lights will no longer be those of
irritation, but rather those of illumination. "Let your light so shine before men
that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father which is in heaven"
(Mt. 5:16).
The key to being effective in ministering to others is not giftedness, as so often
is taught and thought. The key to ministering to others in the name and manner
of Jesus is closeness! To make a favorable impression on others, you must get
up close and be personal. I'm not talking
about bombardment or overloading
people with words; I'm speaking about
flavoring. I'm not in favor of blinding
people with the brightness; I'm interested in restoring sight.
Conclusion
The goal of every Christian is to be
like Jesus. I am concerned that our
thinking and methods in regard to reaching unsaved peoples of the world are
warped when compared to our Lord's.
It is not enough that we express a verbal
understanding of "following." There

must be direct modeling involved and
actions taken in that regard.
At an art show, a man saw a picture
he liked very much. It portrayed a
woman pulling herself out of stormy
waves, clinging with both arms to a
cross on the rocky shore. Later, at the
same art show, he saw another picture,
similar to the first, which he liked much
better. In the second painting, the woman was clinging to the cross with one
arm and with the other she was lifting
someone else out of the dark waters.
What a truth that painting brings home.
Wouldn't it be great if we also were
people saved and saving!
Jesus said, "Follow me and I will
make you fishers of men." It is my conclusion that unless we are involved
directly with fishing for the souls of
humanity, that we are not really following. The promise is clear—if you follow,
you fish. I also believe that if we will fish
as the Lord Jesus did, we will also catch.
And the principle Jesus illustrated about
reaching the lost? I think it can be called
the principle of closeness.

Individual influence
crucial in conversion
Research conducted by the Institute for American Church Growth
has indicated that personal contact
plays a decisive part in effective local
church evangelism. Of the 15,000
people surveyed by the Institute, 70
to 90 percent indicated that they
traced their "spiritual roots" to a
prior relationship with a member of
the church.
The Institute has utilized that information in formulating a new strategy
for effective local church evangelistic

outreach. "The Master's Plan for
Making Disciples" includes a text
book and a 16 mm. color film. It
presents a practical way that every
layperson can be involved in reaching
their friends and relatives for Christ
and their church.
For information about this and
other helpful tools to assist in congregational evangelism, contact Don
Shafer, Director of Evangelism and
Church G r o w t h , P.O. Box 245,
Upland, CA 91786.
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Evangelism
and
Social
Responsibility
by Leighton Ford

J L orty evangelical leaders from all
regions of the world will meet in Grand
Rapids, Michigan from June 19 to 26 to
consider the relationship between evangelism and social responsibility. The
consultation, co-sponsored by the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization and the World Evangelical Fellowship, marks a milestone in the course
of evangelical thinking.
Not long ago evangelicals would have
viewed discussions such as this with
indifference, suspicion, or outright hostility. Despite the traditions of Wesley,
Wilberforce and Finney in struggles
against slavery and poverty and despite
evangelical rescue missions and missionary-run schools and hospitals, American evangelicals early in this century
succumbed to what sociologist David
Moberg calls "The Great Reversal."
Conservative Christians, reacting against the "social gospel" advocated by
6

liberals, treated the world like a great
Titanic—"Forget about improving conditions on the sinking ship! Man the
lifeboats and save as many as possible!"
The 1960s gave new eyes to many
other evangelicals, including me, as TV
brought Vietnam, civil rights, and poverty into our living rooms. We saw that
the Bible calls us to preach not only new
birth, but new life. Amos's cry—"Let
justice roll down like the waters"—was
no less biblical than John 3:16.
At the end of that turbulent decade,
Americans met in Minneapolis for a
Congress on Evangelism and began to
relate evangelism to the broader spectrum of human need. "Why should a
black man listen to us telling him about
a home in heaven," a plenary speaker
said, "if we don't want him to have a
house in our neighborhood?"
Then came the historic International
Congress on World Evangelization held
in Lausanne, Switzerland in 1974. Thou-

sands of participants signed the Lausanne Covenant, affirming that the results of evangelism include "obedience
to Christ, incorporation into his church
and responsible service in the world."
While recognizing that "reconciliation
with man is not reconciliation with God,
nor is social action evangelism, nor is
political liberation salvation," they also
affirmed "that evangelism and sociopolitical involvement are both part of
our Christian duty."
But there was also disagreement at
Lausanne. John Stott called social action a "a partner of evangelism . . .
neither is the means to the other, or even
a manifestation of the other." On the
other hand, an unofficial "radical discipleship" group rejected any effort "to
drive a wedge between evangelism and
social justice."
The Lausanne Covenant had asserted
that "in the church's mission of sacrificial service, evangelism is primary." But
Evangelical
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R o n Sider wrote that defining any task
of the church as primary is "unbiblical
and misleading." Meanwhile, Arthur
Johnston held that Stott had "dethroned
evangelism as the only historical aim of
mission."
Clearly, the house was divided. Yet
evangelicals could ignore neither lost
people nor a sickly world. Two and onehalf billion h u m a n beings had never
heard that Jesus saves. Eighty million
Americans were unchurched. Abortion,
starvation and the threat of nuclear warfare would not go away. Liberation
theology in Latin America led the Pope
to tell his priests to preach the gospel,
care for the poor, but stay out of politics.
In the United States both Evangelicals
F o r Social Action and the Moral Majority called Christians to more responsible citizenship. T o opt out of public life
was to baptize the secular status quo.
At the 1980 Consultation on World
Evangelization in Thailand, one-third of
the participants asked the Lausanne
Committee to convene a world meeting
on evangelism and social responsibility.
Planning for June's Grand Rapids gathering had begun even before this appeal
for action.
What are the options?
Social responsibility is variously seen
as a distraction f r o m evangelism ("Why
shift furniture when the house is burning?"); as the result of evangelism ("Changed people will change the world"); as a
preparation
for evangelism ("Hungry
people can't listen to sermons"); as a
partner of evangelism; or as an essential
element of evangelism. Some (non-evangelicals) might even see social responsibility as the equivalent of evangelism.
One movement holds that evangelism
and social responsibility are neither to
be equated nor separated, since they are
both part of our Christian duty. They
usually see evangelism as "first a m o n g
equals" because of the eternal implications, but also try to recover the classical
evangelical concern for justice.
Another movement stands for "holistic evangelism" and sees personal evangelism, church planting and social ministries as inseparable parts of a whole.
A n Indian pastor speaks of God's call
"to incarnate the gospel in the world" in
order "to make peoples and societies
acknowledge the Lordship of Christ."
Others speak of the church's "holistic
mission," embracing all God calls us to
do, including evangelism and social action. Yet evangelism and church planting must be given priority.
May 10, 1982

Still another movement believes that
evangelism alone belongs to the mission
of the church. As such, the church as
church has no mission in society except
for the regeneration of persons. Individual Christians or citizens, however,
should be involved as "salt," "leaven,"
and "light" in society.
Need for a balanced view
As they approach this important consultation that will delve into the relationship between evangelism and social
responsibility, evangelicals are deeply
conscious of the need for a balanced,
full-orbed scriptural view which will
challenge and motivate the whole church
in its whole mission.
The consultation will examine first
the biblical and theological f o u n d a tions. Crucial concerns will be a consideration of how broad is the scriptural
understanding of salvation, the mission
of the church, eschatology and history,
and the Kingdom.
Then will follow historical analysis.
Participants will consider patterns of
evangelism and social responsibility in
church life of the past.
That scriptural and historical analysis
will be accompanied by an examination
of contemporary case studies. In that
way, the consultation will be preserved
f r o m becoming involved in abstractions
which are remote f r o m reality.
The sponsors hope that the consulta-

tion will contribute significantly toward
clarifying the evangelical vision in that
crucial relationship between evangelism
and social responsibility. In addition, of
course, its real effectiveness will be tested
by whether it issues in practical obedience on the part of the participants
and in the church around the world.
Consultation deliberations and findings
will be freely shared.
A charge and a challenge
Evangelicals have been accused of
presenting an emaciated gospel. We
have been challenged to relate evangelism clearly and compassionately to the
issues of poverty, peace, justice. The
charge is not without some truth. The
challenge deserves a wholehearted and
obedient response.
Yet as an evangelist concerned for
social responsibility, I hope the June
consultation will also face a challenge
from the other side: the urgent and irreplaceable role of evangelism in wholesome social change. T o expect evangelism alone to change society may be
naive. To expect to change society without changing people through the gospel
is futile. •

Leighton Ford is chairman of the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization.
He is also vice-president of the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association.

May 30—Day of Prayer
for World Evangelization
The Lausanne Committee for
World Evangelization (LCWE) has
issued a call for Christians around
the world to set aside Sunday, May
30, as a Day of Prayer for World
Evangelization. In announcing the
date, Gottfried Osei-Mensah, L C W E
Executive Secretary, stated that in
previous years the day of prayer on
Pentecost Sunday has been widely
observed.
"It is appropriate that Pentecost
Sunday each year should focus our
attention on prayer for the blessing of
the Holy Spirit as the church engages
in global evangelism," observed the
Ghanaian clergyman. The Pentecost
Sunday day of prayer was initiated in
1977. The L a u s a n n e Committee
hopes that the annual observance will

become a major entry on the international church calendar.
An emphasis on prayer for world
evangelization was stressed in the historic Lausanne Covenant adopted at
the 1974 International Congress on
World Evangelization: "We enter into solemn covenant with God and
each other to pray, to plan and to
work together for the evangelization
of the whole world."
In calling for the day of prayer, the
Lausanne Committee stresses the
vital relationship between world evangelization and fervent prayer. While
praying for evangelization of the
earth's unreached peoples, Christians
are asked to remember the plight of
those who are being persecuted for
their faith in Jesus Christ.
1

In July, General Conference will be dealing with the vision of
16,448 Brethren in Christ across North America. The following
slightly abridged report to Conference by the Board for Missions speaks of the vision that must infuse all of us in our
quest for obedience. Compare your personal vision for
Brethren in Christ Missions with this statement and share your
reactions with any mission board member or staff person.

Our vision for
missions in 1982
It is with a spirit of celebration and
joyful thanksgiving that the Board for
Missions reports to the 1982 General
Conference. In the past biennium the
Lord has blessed our missions efforts
beyond our deserving and, in some
cases, beyond our faith. During these
two years we have witnessed the flowering of growth as the Holy Spirit has
brought to fruition the dedicated efforts
of faithful people at home and overseas.
In Nicaragua the church grew from a
membership of 522 in 1980 to 919 in
1981, an astonishing rate of 76 percent.
New congregations were established.
Growth also occurred in churches in
Africa and Asia.
That Brethren in Christ young people
are committed to missions is witnessed
by the fact that we have more persons
willing to serve in missions assignments
than we have money to send them. Total
financial support for missions grew from
$1,080,077.32 in 1980 to $1,575,971.12
in 1981, a 45.9% increase. We thank the
Lord for the evidence of his Spirit
among us.
To put in perspective our missions
experience of the past two years, it may
be wise to stand back a bit to survey
ourselves and our missions vision. The
Brethren in Christ are a unique people.
Both our understanding of the Bible and
our heritage have shaped what we are
and what we do. Together we have
forged a vision of what is means to be
faithful in witness and discipleship in
this present age. We have a vision of
cross-cultural ministry which has been
developing over a century and is constantly being refined by experience, by
study, and by re-examination of the
Scriptures. Typically, we put our vision
into action rather than into words.
8

Nevertheless, it may be helpful to summarize the major features of our vision
for missions in 1982.
Our missions vision
Brethren in Christ Missions is responsible as an agent of the brotherhood to
establish, in cross-cultural settings, fullyorbed people ministries in full consideration of spiritual, emotional and physical needs. Moreover, it is our explicit
intention to develop functioning churches in which indigenous persons quickly
assume leadership, with missionaries
serving in adjunctive and supporting
roles. In each setting we strive to be
sensitive to the integrity of the people
and their culture, thereby allowing the
church to assume a form appropriate to
its content.
What does this mean in concrete
terms? It means that is some places we
must do new things in new ways. In
Venezuela, for instance, we are resolutely setting our face to the city, convinced that the Holy Spirit has called us
there. We also find new calls to other
cities—to Nagoya, London, Quebec,
Lusaka, Los Angeles and Bogota. It is
such a formidable task that we respond
to none of these calls lightly, and will
proceed only as we test our corporate
will and the mind of the Spirit.
The changes in our Brethren in Christ
ministry in Navajoland illustrate annother dimension of the kinds of adjustments necessary to maintain a faithful
witness. Nowhere can we learn better
that we are not naturally endowed with
expertise in cross-cultural ministry.
The new venture in Orissa state in
India illustrates yet another new Brethren in Christ venture of faith. Hundreds
of miles south from the Brethren in

Christ in North Bihar, Promod Roul,
with one helper, is attempting to establish a beachhead in a town in western
Orissa.
The challenge of church planting among ethnic groups is a growing vision
among us, both in North America and
overseas. Evangelizing an ethnic body
requires that our own fellowship become
willing to learn new things about what it
means to be Brethren in Christ. But
these rigorous demands make the vision
no less compelling.
The cost of the vision
Following Jesus is costly. And to sustain and fully implement our missions
vision will exact a price from each of us.
We are facing increasing financial costs.
How difficult it is to maintain a proportionate share for missions in congregational budgets with so many other pressing priorities. Even in our individual
stewardship it is not easy to maintain the
regular weekly tithes and offerings. But
it remains true that the 1982 budget of
$ 1,942,500 represents about the cost of a
cup of coffee a day for each North
American member of our church. Dare
we do less?
The cost of our missions vision must

... a vision large
enough to challenge
each of us...
extensive enough
to harness the
gifts and resources
of
all....
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also be reckoned in terms beyond dollars. The tendency to do missions "our
way" is pervasive and pernicious. Perhaps some of us would become excited if
Brethren in Christ Missions purchased
an airplane to carry missionaries into an
equatorial jungle tribe. How satisfying it
seems to us when, in missions churches
a r o u n d the world, we see local people
modeling themselves after us—our customs, our dress, our forms of worship.
We in N o r t h America are an actionoriented, technology-loving people and
we are inclined toward making Christians in our own image.
But the cost of our missions vision
will require that we renounce this ethnocentricity and allow ourselves to be the
channels through which the Lord builds
his church around the world in his
dimension, not ours. More than this, it
will d e m a n d that we humble ourselves
and listen to our Christian brothers and
sisters f r o m other cultures as they
chasten us where we have been undiscerning and allow them to share with us
their insights about the gospel. Such
contrition of the spirit is the price we will
have to pay to be faithful in mission in
these times.
Refining the vision
Unless a vision is constantly refined in
the crucible of reality, it will be only a
dream, and may become a nightmare. In
addition, we are continuing to test our
vision by recourse to the Scriptures, by
assessing our effectiveness in crosscultural settings, and by carefully monitoring the advice of Christians f r o m the
faithful church. This last component,
the dialogue between Brethren in Christ
Missions and the supporting constituency, has been particularly active during
the present biennium. What have we
heard?
First, we have heard words of caution. Some have spoken frankly about
their reservation concerning budget and
cost. These are times of economic uncertainty in C a n a d a and the United States.
Some of our people are unemployed.
Others find expenses rising while profits
and wages are not keeping up. As well,
there have been concerns expressed that
we keep administrative costs at a minim u m — t h a t we keep faith with our people in our stewardship of resources. As
announced to the 1980 General Conference, the board has applied $149,946.63
of reserve f u n d s against the program
deficits of the church.
Another recurrent theme has come
f r o m all sectors of the church. It is that
May 10, 1982

Jose Leon, left, is a self-supporting evangelist/church planter who has been largely
responsible for the beginning of most of the Brethren in Christ churches in the Zelaya
area of eastern Nicaragua. He is shown here talking with Enrique Palacios, Executive
Minister of the Brethren in Christ Church in Nicaragua.
The churches in the Zelaya area have grown from 57 persons (3 locations) in 1979 to
279 persons (12 locations) in 1981. "One plants; another waters; God gives the
increase."

our people want more live contact, more
interaction, more involvement with missions and missionaries. Pastors and laymen alike have observed that when missions becomes personal, people catch
the vision and become an active part of
missions outreach.
But, most of all, there have been
expressions of confirmation and support. Some have quietly shared positive
sentiments to board members, missionaries and administrators. Many have
courageously advocated greater mission
support in local church boards, at congregational meetings and in informal
settings. The b o a r d pledges to the
brotherhood careful consideration of
advice and criticism.
Communicating the vision
The experience of the "Catch the
Vision '81" campaign was illuminating
in several ways. First, it demonstrated
that where individuals and congregations are challenged with need, a generous response ensues. Many of our people found creative methods to translate
vision into action by finding specific
ways to increase their giving to missions.
In many congregations enthusiasm ran
high.
But the campaign also revealed other
things. It showed, for example, that
where a congregation is not already
missions-minded, a special campaign
has limited appeal. Some, for various

reasons, do not share our vision for missions. Even so, "Catch the Vision '81"
was a time of good seed-sowing. How
tragic it would be if, in the process of
increasing the growth of the home
church, we allowed our missions commitment to waver. The health and wholeness of our growing brotherhood is
wedded to a growing missions vision.
To keep alive our vital interest in missions will require that in our homes we
make these concerns part of our family
conversations; that in our congregations
we find ways to involve our young and
old in missions education and support;
that in conferences and special meetings
we make missions highly visible.
Conclusion
At this General Conference we are
called upon to deliberate on the nature
of the body we wish to become in the
years ahead. We will debate structural
issues, budgetary needs and future projections. Let us not falter, remembering
who he is who called us. Let us commit
ourselves fully to a vision which is large
enough to challenge each of us. And let
us make our missions enterprise one
which is extensive enough to harness the
gifts and resources of all the Brethren in
Christ.
The Boardfor Missions' report to Conference was prepared by a writing committee,
Glenn H. Hoffman, secretary.
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by Alice Dourte

All of us enjoy receiving and reading
letters f r o m people we love and about
w h o m we care. Overseas Secretary Roy
Sider comments that "reading the mail
is an exciting highlight in the Missions
Office. A m o n g the choicest letters are
those written f r o m the hearts of Brethren in Christ missionaries. They communicate victories to be celebrated and
burdens to be shared.
The ministry of our missionaries is the
extension of the love of persons and
congregations at home. It is the pouredout offering to the Lord of people who
pray and give and live so Jesus Christ
may be known to all people.
Here are some of the victories and
burdens Brethren in Christ missionaries
have expressed in recent letters:
Zambia
J o h n Spurrier, one of three doctors
on the staff of Macha Hospital, wrote
f r o m Zambia's capital city, Lusaka: "I
have had a very rewarding and inspiring
few days here. I had asked J a n Engle to
line up meetings for me with R N students, medical students and medical
assistant students. But I was unprepared
for the groups I found. There were 50-75
R N students on Wednesday evening, 15
Z a m b i a n medical students on Thursday
evening and over 50 medical assistant
students on Friday evening. And they all
seem to be so interested with a real
group of committed Christians. To listen to them sing and pray and share was
a real inspiration to me. . . .
"I challenged them with the need for
Zambians to be missionaries to other
Zambians, especially in rural areas, with
an emphasis on mission hospitals. There
was a lot of interest and I trust that this
will be a beginning of getting some
Christian R N s at M a c h a
I have had
some times of real discouragement a10

bout the spiritual welfare of the hospital
staff and wondered at times why I am
here if we can't even reach the hospital
staff for Christ. I am now excited about
the possibility of recruiting Christian
Zambian medical personnel to come as
missionaries to work with us. There are
still a lot of problems to overcome
before it happens but it is a possibility
that I did not even see before."
About John's contacts with medical
students, Mim Stern adds, "He laid it on
that they are called to be missionaries.
Terrific things are moving within these
young Christians. One girl on Sunday
pled with me to pray for her as she goes
through turmoil of soul to be willing to
go to the bush. It reminded me of our
young days. I wondered why we didn't
get on to this before, but remembered
that God has his timetable and the
group is now ripe for such an approach
"At the nurses' meeting, three came to
J o h n saying they were ready to come to
M a c h a this July. He hadn't hoped for
three but one
There is a whole chain
of conversions f r o m witnessings among
the group. It's so exciting, we're afraid
we'll miss something when we come
home."
San Francisco
F r o m San Francisco, Dennis Lehman writes a b o u t the positive signs of
the Holy Spirit's power in "street people" who receive the ministry of Life
Line Mission: "Todd Keene (an exMarine who was involved in sex, drugs,
alcohol and smoking) has grown greatly
since coming to the mission and becoming involved in our program. In fact,
recently Todd and another staff man
took responsibility to lead the morning
Bible study."
Men like Todd who evidence faith in

Jesus Christ and a desire for changed
lives become part of the rescue mission
staff and are discipled by missionaries
through Bible study, counselling and
practical expressions of love. Dennis
comments, "We do not see the crisiscentered conversion experiences as our
forefathers thought necessary. However,
we are seeing changes in people's lives.
Bob Spangler (rescue mission program
director) usually has six to eight men on
staff at any given time and sometimes as
many as ten to twelve. Out of the eight
men he has presently, three have been on
staff for over six months, one for over a
year. They have come a long way and we
praise God for this working in their
lives."
London
Curtis and Leslie Book are giving
leadership to the Brethren in Christ
International Fellowship (UK) in London. Leslie shares some of their concerns and joys as they work with Zimbabwean and Zambian expatriates studying and working in England: "We hope
to see more spiritual growth in the lives
of our people. They appreciate the
B I C I F and our contact with them, but
put little effort into their own growth.
Curtis and I have felt a need to grow
deeper into God's kingdom in order to
lead and motivate our flock here.
"Gilbert M a b a s a is one young man in
whom we have seen a lot of growth. He
had returned to Zimbabwe after completing his course in mechanical engineering. Curtis and he met fortnightly
for Bible study. Curtis was impressed
with Gilbert's spiritual insights and observations and questions. He was a regular attender of our meetings. . . . We
shall really miss his fellowship."
Leslie also writes that Curtis is beginning a Bible study with Timothy
Mudenda. "Mr. Mudenda was delighted to learn of the BICIF. . . . He gets
lonely for his family (wife and four
children) yet in Zambia. Until recently
he had few Christian contacts and was
being approached by Jehovah's Witnesses. He is excited to meet with other
believers again."
If you are interested in "keeping posted"
so you can better support and pray for missions, why not begin corresponding regularly with a missionary? For names and
addresses of missions personnel see the
Directory in the May/ June issue of therefore, published by Brethren in Christ Missions, or contact the Missions Office in
Mount Joy or Stevensville.
Evangelical
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Church News

Christian Center. • The Wainfleet congregation
hosted a c o m m u n i t y h y m n sing on S u n d a y evening, M a r c h 14, with area churches participating.
A time of fellowship was enjoyed following the

Allegheny Conference
T h e Clarence Center congregation reports catering a d i n n e r for the M e n n o n i t e Disaster Service
regional meeting. The g r o u p had 180 people in
a t t e n d a n c e . • O n Sunday, April 18. Rev. Robert
Byers w a s installed as pastor of the Hollowell
Church. Rev. Byers had served as interim pastor
since last August.
A joint Missionary Conference was held by the
Paramount, Van Lear and Waynesboro congregations on April 16-18. Those sharing in the conference were Frank a n d Janet Kipe, Charles a n d
Cara Musser, a n d Roy Sider. A joint choir presented the cantata, "The Greatest Story Yet Unt o l d " in the final service. • The Waynesboro congregation reports eight children were dedicated to
the L o r d on Sunday, M a r c h 28. Three persons
were baptized a n d two were also received into
fellowship.

Atlantic Conference
T h e Free Grace congregation reports holding
revival services on Feb. 2 8 - M a r c h 6. Rev. W. Dale
Allison served as the evangelist. • A service of
dedication was held on S u n d a y . M a r c h 28, by the
H u m m e l s t o w n congregation f o r the carpet for the
c h u r c h a n d parsonage, steeple a n d cross a n d a new
f u r n a c e . Bishop John Byers participated in the
service.
O n M a r c h 21-24. the Souderton congregation
held spiritual renewal services. Rev. Lane Hostetter was the evangelist f o r the services.

Canadian Conference
T h e Bridlewood c o n g r e g a t i o n reports a special
guest on S u n d a y m o r n i n g , April 4, was Rachel
Melhorn, w h o reported on her w o r k in Z a m b i a . •
Eight persons were recently received into fellowship, reports the Delisle c o n g r e g a t i o n , a n d t w o
persons were baptized. Special g r o u p s have been
established f o r every age of the church. The c o n gregation has been experiencing g r o w t h with new
families attending.
A Winter Picnic was held by the Sherkston
c o n g r e g a t i o n on Wed.. M a r c h 24, at the Buffalo

W O R S H I P SERVICE
Ringgold, Maryland
June 6 , 1 9 8 2
At 3:00 p.m. in the historic Ringgold meetinghouse of the Brethren in Christ, a worship service of
song, testimony, and preaching
will be held. The order of service
will be in the tradition of our forefathers, with the lining of hymns to
be sung, spontaneous testimony,
and preaching from the Word (by
E. Morris Sider) with affirmation
by the elders.
Join us for a time of reminiscence and worship.
Brethren in Christ
Historical Society
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Central Conference
Dr. Kenneth Hoover and David Brubaker, a
Peace and Justice Education Team, shared with
the Carland-Zion congregation on Sunday. March
14. A time of fellowship and discussion followed
during the n o o n meal.
Five persons of the Fairview congregation were
baptized on S u n d a y evening, April 4. Six were
received into fellowship on Easter Sunday, April
11. • The Highland congregation held a " P o w e r
for Living" weekend on April 8-11. Dr. Arthur
Climenhaga was the speaker.

Midwest Conference
On Friday, M a r c h 26, the Abilene congregation
hosted the a n n u a l A w a n a D a d / Lad Pizza Supper
w i t h a l m o s t 50 p e r s o n s a t t e n d i n g . Abilene's
A w a n a C l u b earned the "Traveling T r o p h y " f o r
the second time in the last two years when they
traveled to Salina on April 2 for the A n n u a l
Olympics.
A missions rally was held on April 16-18 by the
Bethany congregation. Rev. Louis Cober was the
guest speaker.

Pacific Conference
The Alta Loma congregation hosted a comm u n i t y Easter Sunrise Service on Sunday, April
11. Special guest of the Upland congregation on
S u n d a y evening, M a r c h 28, was Dr. Cyril H o r a k ,
pastor and superintendent of the Czechoslovakian
Brethren C h u r c h . The ladies of the congregation
had been praying specifically for Dr. H o r a k for
the past year.

Kirby-Faust: Jackie Faust and Jeff Kirby, both
of C h a m b e r s b u r g , Pa., M a r c h 27. in the Antrim
Brethren in Christ C h u r c h with Rev. Wilbur
Benner officiating.
Koch-Carr: D o r e e n C a r r , Millersburg, Pa.,
and Douglas Koch, Halifax, Pa.. Feb. 13, in the
Free Grace Brethren in Christ C h u r c h with Rev.
Luke Keefer Sr. officiating.
Maynard-Kuhn: Diane R., daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. J a m e s Kuhn, Clarence, N.Y., and Brian
H., son of Mr. a n d Mrs. Otis M a y n a r d . Arcade,
N. Y., M a r c h 20 in the Clarence Center Brethren in
Christ C h u r c h with Rev. Paul Hensel officiating.
McQuait-Mathews: Susan M. Mathews and
Ricky Scott M c Q u a i t , both of S a x t o n . Pa.. April
10 in the S a x t o n Brethren in Christ C h u r c h with
Rev. N. Blain K a u f f m a n officiating.
Tulk-Broadbent: D o r o t h y B r o a d b e n t , a n d
Stanley Tulk, both of S c a r b o r o u g h , Ont., in the
Bridlewood Brethren in Christ C h u r c h with Rev.
Leonard Chester officiating.

Obituaries
Hartman: Mrs. A n n a J a n e Crider H a r t m a n .
C h a m b e r s b u r g , Pa., born Aug. 11, 1900, died
M a r c h 21, 1982. She was married to A b n e r Hartm a n w h o preceded her in death in 1976. She was a
m e m b e r of the Antrim Brethren in Christ C h u r c h
where the funeral service was conducted by Rev.
Wilbur Benner. I n t e r m e n t was in Brown's Mill
Cemetery.
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For The Record . . .
Births
Carter: A m a n d a Lynn, April 1; Terry a n d
Reina Carter, Massey Place congregation, Sask.
Dauberman: Kandi A n n , Feb. 22; T o m and
D a w n D a u b e r m a n , Free Grace congregation. Pa.
Dehmey: Megan Yvonne, Feb. 11; Earl and
Evelyn Dehmey, Free Grace congregation, Pa.
Funk: Kristen Michelle, Feb. 18; Rev. Gregory
and Beverly F u n k , M a y t o w n congregation. Pa.

DIRECTORY III
a h o s p i t a l i t y travel d i r e c t o r y
for t h e years 1981,1982,1983

NOW AVAILABLE
Featuring:
105 International, 2100 N.A. hosts • What to
see in 25 communities • Special on Germantown plus map • 10 day worship guide •
Centerfold map of important places • Hosting
guidelines • 46 countries, 45 states, 9
provinces.

Gross: J e n n i f e r Michelle, M a r c h 2; Rick and
S h a r o n Hess Gross, S o u d e r t o n congregation. Pa.

single copy
$ 6.00*
2 copies
$10.00*
3-11 copies
each $ 4.50*
12 or more - wholesale list available

Kopp: Christina Leann, M a r c h 30; David and
A n n a Lee K o p p , Antrim congregation. Pa.

"U.S. funds only, price includes postage (4th
class) to one address

Rynberk: Jeffrey Scott, M a r c h 6; Chris and
Harriette Rynberk, St. Catharines. Ont.

I want

copies at $_
total d u e _
6% tax • PA residents _
TOTAL ENCLOSED _

Woodcox: Derek Robert, M a r c h 20; Vince
a n d Cheryl W o o d c o x , Sherkston congregation,
Ont.

Weddings
Brubaker-McCurdy: Mrs. Shirley M c C u r d y ,
Fayetteville, Pa., a n d Glenn Brubaker, C h a m bersburg. Pa., April 4, in the Fayetteville United
Methodist Church.

NAME.
Address.
Mail to: MennoniteYourWay
Box 1525, Salunga, PA 17538
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Values of
camping
by DeLaine Niesley

My message is clear and simple: I love camping. Living on a Girl Scout
camp where my father and grandfather worked, I grew to know and love
the woods. I craved the peace and solitude. It was there I began to worship
the God who created such beauty. What better way to learn about Jesus,
the "Master Designer," than through his creation? Children often discover
heavenly truths through contact with living things in our world. Camping
provides these opportunities
naturally.
Thefollowing letter shares some meaningful experiences which occurred
one week at Camp Lakeview in Michigan. It is my hope that through
reading these experiences you may have a closer understanding of the value
of camping.

Sunday night
Dear Mom and Dad,
I thought you might be interested to know that I've survived the first day of camp. In spite of the many hours en
route and an extra hour circling the town square—lost—we
arrived in fairly good spirits. I must admit, I was glad to see
my bed. Our cabin should be interesting. It has no windows
and there are holes in the screen door that invite the mosquitoes in for a free feast. Molly the counselor seems very kind
and sensitive although perhaps a little strict—We'll see! I'm
devoted to her already though. She shares her bug spray!
I'll write more in the morning.
Monday afternoon
Last night was a long one but no one seems very tired. I'm
looking forward to rest time but I'd never tell anyone else.
M orning devotions are very special. It's difficult waking up
early after a rowdy night but I enjoyed sitting by the lake,
watching the geese skim across the calm waters, reflecting
God's creation. I feel like the Lord is sharing those moments
with me. Praising God under an open sky—it's spiritually
exhilarating!
The camp schedule is filled up with activities and today
most of us have been concentrating on being at the right place
at the proper time. I'm pleased at how smoothly it's gone so'
far. Thank the Lord.
I'd better get this in the mail.
Love you.
Your Daughter (TCD)
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Last night was exciting. The evening vespers have been
challenging for most of the group and several expressed
concern about their spiritual lives. During cabin devotions
some girls said they weren't sure about their relationships
with God. The rest of us shared how we felt about the Lord. It
was such a tender moment.
Later
I must confess, I made a genuine effort to send this letter
and in all the excitement I forgot. Crafts were being held in
the main lodge as usual when suddenly a small fire broke out.
It could have been more serious but the staff responded very
quickly and the craft class was so cooperative everything was
completely under control before the fire department arrived.
I was amazed at how quickly everyone left without the slightest hesitation and followed the fire evacuation process perfectly. It happened so calmly, the other half of the camp was
totally unaware of the fire until the fire trucks drove in. You
can believe we were ready for a time of praise and
thanksgiving.

Wednesday
Sorry, I haven't sent this off yet. Tuesday slipped past
without my knowledge. It seemed as if I never had a free
moment. I'll fill you in on the camp schedule when I get
home.
12
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the camper and said he cared about him and God loved him.
The boy finally answered f r o m a tree top. After he climbed
down, Dan spent a few hours talking and listening to the boy.
I watched them hug and walk back to the cabin arm and arm.
I noticed the same camper today. He has changed . . .
I think he really understands that he's loved.
Camp has been a joyful opportunity for me. So many
wonderful relationships have begun here. One can feel God's
presence, for what better way to commune with him but here
where his handiwork has encompassed us.

Thursday
This time of the week everyone is running on auxiliary
power. The counselors and other staff people amaze me. I've
enjoyed seeing them in a setting away f r o m home and church.
I never realized that they could do so much. Imagine watching your church pastor trying to walk on stilts or hiking with
your Sunday School teacher through the swampy reeds to
capture a turtle for a scavenger hunt. I must admit, this staff
sure is versatile!
Last night I observed something that touched my heart. A
c a m p e r was crying. Immediately a friend put her arm around
the girl and comforted her. After a while, I went over to see if
she was homesick because we all begin to feel it about this
time of the week. I discovered that their friend had lied to a
counselor, blaming the crying girl for something she didn't
do. Asking if I could help, they told me what they were
planning to do about it. Today, I discovered that their plan
worked and everyone was happy! How wonderful to see
them put Christian principles into action without being
reminded by adults. Isn't that exciting!
Love,
Your Daughter (TCD)
P.S. By now, I'm sure you realize I've given up all hope of
mailing this . . . I'll just share it with you when we're
together—Only 1 more full day to go.
Friday
Nights seem to breed excitement as Dan quickly discovered last evening. One of his campers ran off because the guys
in the cabin upset him. I saw D a n running along the edge of
the lake calling someone, so I went to see if I could help him.
He said the boy was nearby but it was too dark to see him.
Walking along the lake for about 10 minutes Dan called to

Saturday
We're on our way home! Isn't it amazing how God fills us
with joy and anticipation and so often events will occur to
attempt to make us forget those blessings. Last night we held
vespers outside overlooking the lake and God touched many
hearts. Later we shared the week's experiences at a camp fire.
What a wonderful way to end the week. Everyone felt closeness and love—a rather high experience. But as always, the
valleys come, leaving friends for another year, a long trip
home, and, for us, running out of gas. You would think that
would be enough but here I sit, writing as we wait for a tire to
replace one that went flat. Discouraged for the moment
perhaps, a temporary detainment, but we realize God provided gas when it was most needed and safety from a blowout on the highway. The 'camp highs' are great but we're all
learning that when they wear off, God is still faithful. Besides,
now we can start looking forward to camping again next
year!
With love until I see you.
Your Daughter
(TCD) 7Tie Camp Director
DeLaine and Ron Niesley and their daughter Kara attend the
Fairview (OH) congregation. She is secretary of the Central Conference Board of Christian Education and has worked at Camp Lakeview the past two summers, last year as Directorfor thejunior camp.

Check your Family Appointment Calendar for
the dates for this year's camping programs at
Kenbrook Bible Camp, C a m p Lakeview, the
Christian Retreat Center and C a m p Kahquah.
For information on Mile High Pines C a m p dates,
call the camp at (714) 794-2824.
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United in Christ
in our
fragmented world

I like splinters, but,
by Daryl R. Climenhaga
Recently a neighboring couple visited
our congregation. After a few Sundays
they moved on to another church about
five miles away. When I talked with
them later, they said, "We enjoyed your
church. We liked your doctrinal positions. But we used to go to an independent congregation where we lived before, and we were just more comfortable
moving to another independent congregation now that we live here."
1 have reflected some about independent churches since then, wondering
if I could join an independent church.
As I have thought about this, I see in the
independent church several strengths
sometimes not present in a denominational church.
First, because it is independent of
outside authority, it can be more responsive to the needs of its own people and to
its surrounding community. I have a
pretty strong anti-establishment streak
in me. I don't want people who don't
know my situation to tell me what to do.
Therefore I could appreciate worshipA recent graduate of Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries in Elkhart, Ind.,
Daryl Climenhaga pastors the Speedwell
Heights congregation near Lititz, Pa.

ping with people who are responsible to
each other rather than to someone f r o m
outside.
Second, because the independent
church is free f r o m outside interference,
it might be more pure in its doctrine.
When denominational churches try to
establish a doctrinal position, disagreements about that doctrine most often
force a compromise. In a body of believers not forced to submit to outside pressure, I would expect to find a closer
adherence to what is seen as sound doctrine. I like that.
Third, because the independent
church does not belong to a larger family, it must win its own converts. Independent churches seem to be more alive;
we seem to see more evidence of the
Spirit's moving in congregations not
bound by denominational traditions.
These strengths reflect my uncritical
judgment. I have not studied to see if the
facts bear out my hunches. Even so, as I
think further about independent churches, I b e c o m e u n c o m f o r t a b l e . The
strengths I listed above can also be
weaknesses—and I see an overriding
principle that keeps me f r o m ever joining an independent church.
Look again at the strengths. Respon-

A report on the
"Shaping Destiny" campaign
Last fall the Board of Christian Education launched a campaign to
raise $25,000 to erase past debts w h i c h had accumulated because
broad-based support did not keep pace with their needs.
Board members were asked to give 25% of that amount, and to
date have given their goal in the amount of $7,250. The remaining
amount, adding up to a total of almost $24,000, was raised t h r o u g h
individual contacts and by a mass mailing to readers of the Visitor.
Concurrently, board members and regional conference Christian
education people showed thefilmstrip, "Shaping Destiny," to many
congregations. T h e filmstrip describes the ministries of the Board of
Christian Education.
T h e board wishes to thank everyone w h o contributed so generously to the " S h a p i n g Destiny" campaign. The filmstrip is still available to anyone w h o wishes to use it by contacting the Board of
Christian Education, Box 127, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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siveness to the local situation need not
only belong to the independent church;
my congregation has it. Every congregation must have it as a part of its mandate
for service f r o m Jesus Christ. (Compare
II Cor. 5 on the ministry of reconciliation and Acts 1:8 on where the mission
of the church starts.) What seems at first
to be the independent church's strength
turns out to be the privilege of every
church.
Indeed, the fear of outside authority is
itself a danger. Precisely because I have
an anti-establishment streak, I need the
guiding hand of authority. Left to myself
in my own congregation, I could become
no more than a rebel; living in the creative tension of outside and inside responsibilities, I grow as a child in God's
family.
Further, the desire for pure doctrine,
left unchecked, can also h a r m me. Most
of the great heresies in the history of the
Church came f r o m independent movements. When opposing churches worked
out their differences, they avoided heresies. Pure doctrine is in fact a product of
working together, not of going one's
own way. I need my denomination to
keep me f r o m going wrong.
And the question of spiritual vitality?
Every generation of Christians is the
first. No congregation can afford to
grow or survive with only its own families. If a congregation experiences no
conversions, if a church does not see and
feel God's Spirit moving, then it is dying.
Spiritual vitality is more a part of being
the church than of being an independent
church. The life we see in such congregations challenges us in our situations. It
reminds us that life is available now, that
God moves and revives and empowers
his people today.
W h a t I p e r c e i v e d at first t o be
strengths of the independent church
turn out to be the strengths available to
all churches. And the i n d e p e n d e n t
church contains dangers in its freedom
f r o m outside responsibility which warn
me away f r o m it.
Then there is the overriding principle
I mentioned earlier. A basic concept in
the New Testament's understanding of
the church is that it cuts across all boundaries. In Ephesians, Paul emphasizes
that the barriers between Jew and Gentile are destroyed in the church (2:1122). "There is one body and one Spirit—
just as you were called to one hope when
you were called—one Lord, one faith,
one baptism; one God and Father of all,
who is over all and through all and in
all" (4:4-6).
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In Galatians 3:28 Paul emphasizes the
lack of boundaries in the church: "There
is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free,
male nor female, for you are all one in
Christ Jesus." J o h n ' s vision of the
church in Revelation reads, "After this I
looked and there before me was a great
multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, tribe, people and language,
standing before the throne and in front
of the Lamb" (7:9).
From the day of Pentecost—when
three thousand people from across the
known world responded to God's call—
to John's vision of the end, the New
Testament repeats over and over the
truth that the church knows no boundaries, the church accepts no distinctions of social standing or racial family.
In Christ we are one.
I recognize that we cannot attain this
oneness in organizational terms. Denominations have splintered long past the
point where we can organize them into
one piece of wood. I recognize also that,
despite organizational splinters, Christians can be and are spiritually united.
Nonetheless, I believe that a congregation that structures its life so as to
deny outside ties cannot realize the New
Testament vision of the Church. Within
the Brethren in Christ Church are people from countries around the world and
from classes across the social spectrum.
We do approximate the New Testament
vision of universality. The independent
church can't do that.
I ' m not i n d e p e n d e n t when I've
thought it through. I belong too much to
Africa as well as to Pennsylvania, too
much to Indiana as well as to Lancaster
County, to ever join a church that cannot recognize such tangible claims of
relationship.
So, while I see some strengths, and
appreciate them, I want to stay where I
am—in a church with rich and poor,
men and women, black and white, firstworld and third-world. I want to stay in
the Brethren in Christ as a part of the
Body of Christ.

For a rather sympathetic
view of
independent churches, see "The Perils
and Impact of Independent
Churches"
by Elmer L. Towns in the January 1,
1982 issue of Christianity Today. For an
overview of the Spirit's moving in some
of the smaller evangelical
denominations, see "Sampling the Spirit of the
Smaller Denominations,"
by Bruce L.
Shelley in the December 11, 1981 issue
of Christianity Today.
May 10, 1982

Editorial

Great expectations
From time to time the debate surfaced in the adult Sunday school class.
"God loves us, just as we are. He accepts us with an unconditional love."
"Yes," would come the rejoinder, "but God also expects his children to live
holy lives. He has given us commandments in the Bible which we are to obey."
Some members of the class admitted they had grown up in a very legalistic
environment. They had heard the faith interpreted largely in terms of "do's"
and "don'ts" (remembering mostly the "don'ts"). Then, as adults, they discovered the good news that God in fact loved them as persons, complete with
dreams, gifts and frailties. Adamantly they refused to return to what they saw
as a legalistic nightmare of "shoulds" and "oughts."
Others in the class, however, were trying to take seriously the ethical
dimensions of Scripture. They could not ignore the biblical description of holy
living, to which they saw Christians being called.
It was unfortunate that the discussions tended to become "either/or"
debates, since both sides were emphasizing a portion of the truth.
One of the cardinal truths of the Gospel is that God in love reaches out to us
in our human dilemma. In Jesus Christ, God took the initiative to save sinful
humanity. Nothing we can do or say will merit salvation, which is a free gift of
grace, accepted by faith.
God loves me, "warts and all." What liberation comes when that truth really
grips my heart and mind. I need no longer hide from God. My feeble attempts
at pretense fall away; God knows my innermost thoughts—and loves me
anyway! Not only does this truth bring personal liberation; it also frees me to
be more accepting of others, whom God loves as well.
Equally true, however, is the fact that having met us in our sinful predicament, Christ calls us to repentance and spiritual growth. His love and forgiveness has as its goal the restoration of fellowship with God and neighbor, the
beginning of new ventures in faithfulness and right living. One cannot truly
encounter Jesus Christ and accept forgiveness, yet remain unchanged. In the
end, we must either reject his offer of love or follow him in obedience. And of
his disciples, Jesus has some great expectations.
For example, we are expected to develop a sincere love for other believers.
Not just a grudging tolerance, or a tacit agreement to stay out of each other's
way, but a genuine, self-giving love. "By this," Jesus said, "others will know
that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
As we study the Scriptures, other great expectations become apparent, such
as our becoming vital, functioning members of Christ's body, the Church. We
are to be transformed in terms of our desires, motives and actions, becoming
increasingly like our Lord. We are to share in his ministry of reconciliation.
These and other biblical expectations are not suffocating legalisms; they are
hallmarks of our new life in Christ, made possible through the power of God's
Spirit at work in us.
Certainly we must guard against subtle tendencies to pervert biblical expectations into humanly-contrived legalisms. But we need to recognize God has
great expectations for all believers. (Which ones will he bring to your attention
today?) Let us rejoice as the Holy Spirit works in our lives, individually and
collectively, to make these expectations reality.
G
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Messiah
College
News
Keefer receives Ph.D.
Dr. Luke L. Keefer, Professor of
Bible and Religion at Messiah College,
has recently received his Ph.D. in religion from Temple University.
His research of
J o h n Wesley,
eighteenth century Protestant
reformer, culminated in the dissertation, "John
Wesley: a Disciple of the Early
Church." Keefer followed this recurrent
Anabaptist theme of returning to the
ways of the early church in Wesley's
teachings, and found him more radical
than the other early Protestants.
According to Keefer, Wesley thought
the Reformation did not go far enough.
He preached a reform of lives rather
than of worship. Personal salvation was
the change needed.
Keefer feels Wesley's arguments have
modern applications. "God's work is the
same in every generation," he says. Sin,
salvation, and assurance are the constant themes.
He has made two trips to England,
Wesley's home. In 1976 he toured the
lands of Wesley's heritage, and then
returned there this past January with
students from the college who were
studying Wesley.
Keefer began his doctoral program in
1971, started the dissertation in 1976,
and completed the 750-page work last
fall. He plans to condense and publish.
He served as college chaplain before
he began teaching fulltime in 1981. "I
16
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prefer the kind of interaction that comes
f r o m teaching," says the professor.
Keefer instructs in Greek, Bible, and
theology. He is also a member of the
medieval, renaissance, and reformation
teaching team of the integrated studies
department.
Before coming to Messiah, Keefer
served as a Brethren in Christ pastor in
Hummelstown and in Stowe, Pa. He
taught and was principal for five years at
the Brethren in Christ Navajo Mission
in New Mexico, and instructed for two
years in Millersburg, Pa., area schools.

General
Conference
Information
The deadline for General Conference registration (first step with the
green card by MAY 15) is at hand.
The deadline for the next step when
you will fill in larger forms sent to
you by the Convention Director is
June 1. Keep in mind that the registration fee increases after June 1.
Also remember that each individual needs to inform Wayne Bignell
(on the west coast) of transportation
needs to and from the airport in California by J U N E 15. The Convention
Director will not be making those
arrangements.
Forward all requests for exhibit
space (enclose $10 per 8-foot table,
and indicate any need of electrical
outlet) to the Convention Director.
Also contact him for meeting rooms
before or during Conference. Arrangements for meeting rooms may also be
made after your arrival.
The three General Conference
phone numbers will be:
Information Booth—(213) 969-8219

Dr. Keefer graduated from Messiah
in 1962 with a B.A., and in 1971 with a
bachelor of theology degree. In 1973 he
received his M.A. from Temple University.
Aside f r o m his classroom duties,
Keefer speaks in churches upon request.
He attempts to preach for two revival
series each year, and addresses youth
camps and denominational meetings
during summers.
Keefer lives in Harrisburg with his
wife Doris (Bowman) and sons Brian,
four, and Dale, two.

General Secretary—(213) 969-6114
Auditorium Platform—(213) 969-3219
The university phone number, to be
used only in emergencies when no
one can be reached at the above
numbers, is (213) 969-3434. Ask for
Conference Services.
Registration at Conference will be
on Friday evening, July 2, from 6 to 9
PM, and on Saturday morning from
8 to 12 noon. Please avoid the lastminute rush.
General Conference will open on
Saturday, July 3, at 1 P M . Some of
the very important items of business
will be considered in that session,
including "Renewal. . . 2000!"
You will be able to check into your
room upon arrival. When you move
into your room, be sure to check for
broken or missing furnishings and
report such immediately to the Assistant Convention Director, Daryl
Musser.
General Conference programs
should be in your hands soon. Plans
call for the programs and agendas to
be mailed from Evangel Press to
delegates in mid-May.
For more information, contact the
Convention Director, Paul Hostetler,
Grantham, PA 17027. Phone: (717)
766-2621. If no answer, call (717)
766-8914 and leave a message.
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